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r. Ey an communicating with you at the suggestion of one of the 
ia en attached to the American tmbassy here in regard to 
a matter which I think wild be of considerable interest to the Members of 
our Bociety. - 
sas 3 ee rett P 
ooh oc have recently rece‘ved instructions to dispose of a very fins 
Collection of Renaissance Medals. The Colletetion: consists of 213 Medals. 

of these 158 are ire catalogued in Alfred Armand's "Les Medaillons Italiens du 
a sth. and ‘14th. Siecles", the standard work on Medals. 


J 
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ae An expert recently carefully inspected the Collection with a view 

to finding possible frauds and only discovered 18 doubtful pieces. A few are not 

ae perros (re~castings of the a. Century), but om are absolutely authentic 
aes 

\ ; ‘Mr, Hill, Gurator in ate of the Medl Section at the British Museum, 

w ho had written many important works on Medals and is one of the greatést 

i, ‘Living: authorities on the subject, recently stated that provided the Medals cat- 

| alogued are good epecimens = which they are= they are worth upwards of $10,000 

(ten thousand dollars) to a Dealer. 

+" ; 

Toe ow It woutd be impossible to form such a collection to-day, as Medals 

of this quality rarely come into the pores Several are not even included in \ 

the Gollection of the British Museum, and Mr. Hill, the Curator, much regretted 

the fact that the Museum had no funds available at present wherewith to acquire 

part of the collection. To any Memhe re of your Society the present affords 

an excellent opportunity of acquiring what is undoubtedly an unique Collection 
at a very low figure without the usual heavy intermediary expenses. The min- 

imam price which neoe be considered is 410, 000, and ae the matter vill only 


be in my hands for a limited period, early action is desirable. 


No doubt any member ef your Society contemplating od purchase would 
require to view the Medals before completing the purchase. To do thicAt will be 
necessary for an agent to be appointed by the intending purchager to carry out 
this inspection on his behalf, with power to complete the transaction for him, 
The Medals can be viewed at 60, Avenue du Bois de Boulogne, Paris, by appointment 
with Mr. H. Lowenfeld, who ES at that address. 


¢ 

To enable you to bring the matter to the notice of’ your Members I 
am to-day sending to you under separate. cover five copies of the catalogue. 
I recognise that this will entail a certain amount.of trouble and expense, 
and in order to cover this I shall be pleased = subject to your acceptance ~ 
in the event of a sale of the collection at a figure not less than that stated 
above resulting from any introduction by your Society, to send you a cheque 
for the equivalent of £100 towards the funds of your doci Lety - such sum to be pay 
able on completion of the business. 


Any action you are able to:take in this. matter will be much appreciated 
by . 


March 28th, 1923 


Ae fe Daries, EeQe | " 
_134 Sinclair Road 
West Kensington, London, We 


Dear sirt 


‘Your fayour of March 14 with the catalogues 
of Renaissance Medele at hand. . 


: Unfortunately, owing to lack ef funds at thie 
time, our So¢iety sigs unable to consider the purchase 
of this ccoliectione I have, however, commurieated with 
three of cur Members and have forwarded catalogues to 
each of theme The Members to whom T have written are « 
Miss Beile da Gasia Greene, of the Morgan Library, Mre 
Junius Yorgan and lire John We Garrett. 


Trusting we may prove of service to you, 
\ | Very truly yours, 


X ) 


Acting Secretary &@ Curator 


HW/i 


